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The Model of Genesis and Development of Chinese Writing
from the Perspectiveof Oracle Bone Inscriptions

Kuang Yu Chen

Department of East Asian Studies, Rutgers University
New Brunswick, NJ 08854

ABSTRACT

There have been only four or five original writings independently invented in human history. The
major questions related to the study of these original writings deal with the driving forces that led to
the invention and the mode of their development. Based on the theories of writings, the recent
archeological findings in China, and the studies of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing, Sumerian cuneiform
writing, and Maya-Olmec writing, we proposed that the genesis of oracle bone inscriptions (OBI) was
very much like the production of cellular proteins from a linear polypeptide chain to a functional three
dimensional protein. As such, we proposed to use a similar “funnel model” to illustrate the beginning
of Chinese writing in the form of OBI at about 2000 B.C.. We further proposed a linear model to
illustrate the development of Chinese writing from 2000 B.C. on. The models we proposed can
explain the relative stability of Chinese writing and possible cause that it did not become a phonetic
language.

Key Words: Oracle bone inscriptions, original writings, pottery inscriptions, dating, funnel model
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